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Rain Guidelines 

 
 
As a general rule, the descriptions below illustrate the effects of various amounts of rainfall. Use these 
as general guide only. Many variables such as terrain, temperature and intensity can modify the 
descriptions. 
 
 
1/100th of an inch - The least amount measurable by the National Weather Service. This amount 
would not leave puddles on the ground and would slightly wet the surface. Example: A light shower for 
2-5 minutes or drizzle for 2 hours. Rarely does this amount of rainfall cause cancellation of an event, 
although it may affect attendance. 
 
 
1/10 of an inch - A light rain for 30-40 minutes, moderate rain for 10 minutes or heavy rain for 5 
minutes. Small puddles would form but usually disappear after a short period of time. 
 
 
1/4th of an inch - A light rain for 2-3 hours, moderate rain for 30-60 minutes or heavy rain for 15 
minutes. Many puddles on the ground that do not disappear quickly. 
 
 
1/2 of an inch - A light rain never reaches this amount, moderate rain for 1-2 hours or heavy rain for 
30-45 minutes. Deep standing water for long periods of time. 
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